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It has grown out of actual practice and classroom re- 
quirements. 

It gives concrete expression to recent tendencies in the 
field of physics. 

It is in harmony with the recognized function of edu- 
cation as it affects the teaching of science. 

It is adapted both as to content and method for use in 
groups where there is class discussion and demonstration. 

It differs from conventional physics laboratory experi- 
ments—it deals more directly with the mechanisms and 
appliances of everyday experience. 

It contains a large list of problems and projects, care- 
fully grouped to illustrate different types of practical 
work, and meeting varying requirements and conditions. 

It indicates in detail the materials and procedure nec- 
essary in making experiments, thereby placing practical 
laboratory study upon a workable basis for the busy 
teacher. 


Adaptable for use as a basal or supplementary text. 
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Je that whereas without the war eiviliza 
tio nm its ponderous eourse of evolution. 
might have surmounted the sueecessive ob 
stacles it met, it now may go down before 
the overwhelming foree of the combination 
of dangerous conditions with which we are 
face to faee. 

I shall not digress to diseuss the ques 
tion as to whether or not European eivil 
ization is worth saving. At least it rep- 
resents, broadly speaking, the best we 
have; at least, using the term European to 
cover our own, faulty as it is, it best ex 
presses those prineiples otf individual op 
portunity, of liberty and of justice which 
we are accustomed to regard as the ideals 
of our American democracy. 

The two aspects of the situation most 
prominently in the publie eye, the politi- 


eal and the economic, are to my mind not 
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f Kurope must 
prospect 1s not reassuring. 

The specifie remedy is of course not ap 
parent. Palliatives may be applied and 
t is only fair to say that in spite of eco 
nomie prostration, all the nations e@ 
cerned are giving such attention 
child problem as their resources and tl 
immediate demands of political survival 
permit. It remains true, however, that 
unless the situation is thoroughly and in 
internationally apprehended and responsi 
bility aceepted, even relative restoration is 
out of the question. 

it 1s, |] repeat, no one consideration but 
the eombination ’ factors now existing 
which makes the situation a erisis lt 
every sense of the term. And it is liter 
ally true that unless improvement sets in 
the civilization of Europe cannot stand. 

I shall not diseuss the disillusionizine 
moral reaction whose expressions have be 
come so evident nationally and interna 
tionally since the Armistice. While dis 
couraging and thus far nullifying the 
realization of certain great ideals for 
which the war was fought, there is ev: 
denee that idealism still exists and ean be 
made effective if compreher sion of the sit 
uation is complete. 

For us as Americans the always reassur 
ing fact is the existence of that spirit of 
unselfish service in every group of the 
population which sprang to such impres 
sive expression in the hour of national 
trial and whieh still survives if only it 
ean be successfully invoked. 

Why, it may be asked, should this oe 
casion be chosen for presenting so forbid 
ding a picture. The reason is simple. 
Unless international responsibility 
ognized, disaster is inevitable. and 
we as Americans aecept our part, 
disaster is hastened. 
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There is probably no field of organized en 


deavor in which the habit of self examina 


tion is more active than in that of higher 


education. In spite of this fact there is 
no activity on which the hand of tradition 
I do not propose 
the 
the university, but we may as well recog- 
the fact 
scrutiny both from within and from with- 


lies with heavier weight. 


to enter a discussion of purposes of 


nize that we are undergoing 


out. There are those who view with dis- 
quiet many of the later university tenden- 
cies. They recognize that character and 
good citizenship and sound bodies are ex- 
cellences to be desired for all, but they 
sometimes argue that they do not consti- 
tute the purpose of institutions of learn- 
ing. They would admit that edueation 
certainly should not hinder their growth 
but neither should they be in the focus of 
academic attention. 

I cite these forebodings not to scout 
them nor to condemn them. I cite them 
rather to suggest that the danger lies not 
in the substitution of another ideal as that 


of the fundamental enterprise but rather 


in the possible emphasis upon a false ileal 
There is a very 


of citizenship and life. 


AND 


SOCIETY 


real danger that conventiona 
be erected as the goal of hig 
and that frank individualism 

‘raved to a point where it wv 
the recognition of the common 
a gray day for our nat 
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our American universities, but 
stitute an equal peril when our 
learning fail to hold aloft 


higl *hhe 


of sensitive honor, of sound eitizens| 


TIONS Ot 
the front the standard of 
to man. 
The logie of the situation seems perfect 
clea ‘é The 


Society is in revolution. 
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be fatal. 
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the ideals of true 


democracy and that spirit and habit ot 
without which democracy cannot 


service 
stand, is indispensable. It is a long strug 
gle in which we are engaged. It is to the 
rising generation that the world must turn 
for help. It is to a youth trained to see 
clearly, to view broadly, to judge fairly 
and to act fearlessly that we must look for 
better things. The responsibility for his 


produetion lies most heavily upon our « 


canized foundations of learning. Im our 


present situation they are the saving insti 
responsibility 


tutions of society. No 


grave—no opportunity 


It was for lead 


could be more 
could be more inspiring. 
ership in such emergencies that the great 
sisterhood of universities represented her: 
today has been established. To assume its 
part of the burden and to discharge its 


share of this responsibility Cornell res 
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istry, in government, and in interna ments and our balance 
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which brings new and difficult prob livine men and womet 
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education, and never perhaps in human which this college was founde: 
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